GAPTIVATING FROM START TO FINISH:

K/BIS Opening Speaker Christine Todd Whitman and Closing
Speaker Candice Olson Educate and Inspire Attendees
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lodny’s lesson

kitchens

When desigring akitchen to be kid-fiendly,
cooktops intheistand are not sually
desired. The lose proxmity of children
siting at the stand to the cooktop increases
the sk of burns. Foran added safetyfeature,

pieceofrelatively magnetic materal, such

(

Hicrovave heights are recommended to
be buitinat or above courter height.

Oneideatokeep i mindisthat remodeling Amiciowave builtinto the sand can

forchildren is not age specfic—a smart. a welcome convenience for older ildren,
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mudrooms

Mudrooms are very converient areas forfmilies. Cubbes,
top benches, hooks, and lockers make it easy to keep the mess.
contained, o5 el as teach kds to hang up theircoats and put
their mittens,hats, and boots away right when they comen.

The most practcal lace fora mudroom s ear the acces to

the garage or e the main entrance. This helps avoid mud and.
snowbeing tracked thiough the home. If the mudroom s also.
nearthe undry oom and a bathroom/pouder oom, it creates
ease ofclean-up for children whollketo play inthe irt—as most
Kids dot Ifthey need to run insideto gotothe Bathroom, its:
easily accessible, and i they come i from playinginthe snow
or playing sports where they e iry,clothes can o directly in
the laundry oom, keeping the mess (and the smel) contained.
Because any home it chidren tends tosee more messes n the
mudroom, Ktchen, Laundry room, and bathrooms, easyto lean
floors ik til, Marmoleum, and wood ae recommended.

basements, bedrooms,

aftics, and lofts

o arger toys, i
speakerscreates a more peaceful home.

sanctuary from the noiseand chaos so
‘grounups (or chidren who need abreak.

Sairs area s play aea for cildren, asithas.
that secret, cozy el that chidren lve.
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bathrooms

Bathrooms are being added in basements and otherlvels
ofthe home. For ease ofacces, locatea bathroom near
childen's play areas, as wellas near bedooms. Another
smartidea s to have a bathroom in the basement close
toawalkout pato entrance. Natura or stained woodworkis
wellsited for cildren, as painted white cabinetry shows
fingerprints and smudges.

Granite and Cambriaare recommended for countertopsin
bathrooms, as wellas in Kitchens, ecause they are durable
and easy toclean. Undermount sinks are especially popular
because messes can be wiped rightin, whereas ipped snks
are arder to leanfor busy moms and childen.

Jackand 3l bath

other spaces

Many familiesare designing additonal garage stals ortheir
teenage drvers, as welas exta storage space for outdoor
toys and sport equipment.

Replacing old hardvare on door to handies with privacylogks.
makes timpossibl or children tolock themselves ina room,
asthe door can be opened from the outside with a small metal
pinthat unlocks t. Thisis important so arents have access to
thei hildrenincase o emergency, evenif the doorslocked.

Defining a computer space located near parents'spaces s

clean whil remaining availble to cildren or questions and elp.

Having direct acces tothe backyardis anotherbig concern for
parents. Installing French doors creates an environment where:
parents have aarge view to seethei cildren playing, s wellas
have casy access tothem. P>

ey

chidren. The olorsused i these spacesare more
vibantand exciting, and can beincorporated on the s
and in countertop choice. Wood or e vainscoting
recommended for child-rendly areas, as it wearsbetter

aganst toys,tricycles, and splashing wate than sheetrock.

Kohier has created a tilt that ncorparates a poty chaii—
the Transitions Quiet-Close Tolet Seat. It has a flp-up i,
and two flip-up seats. The one o topis a smaller seat,
5o hildren can sit comfortably,and the normaleized seat
i below for aduls. Accordingto Karen Dius ofDius
Plumbing in White Bear Lake, Minnesota, the seatsare
simple o remove fo ease of clearing. It helps createa
smooth transition,teaching cildren o usethe oflet.

Every family's home needs a b forbathing children, 03
ome should havea tubin at leastone bathroom. Handeld
shower spouts re popularwith parents to help with ease o
bathing chidren, prticularly washing thei hair.Fi-top.
benchesarealso helpfulnear the tub in bathrooms, to
createa comfortable place forparentstosit.
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laundry rooms

The typical place for laundry rooms used to be the basement.

hankfully, this i ienceis many people are moving
laundry rooms to the first and second floors, closer to the bedrooms.
This creates a wonderful solution for parents with small children who
don’t want to be walking up and down stairs with laundry baskets,
but also don’t want to leave their toddlers or infants upstairs alone.
Moving the laundry room to a more accessible first or second floor
location creates a family-friendly solution.

Today’s active parents are no longer cleaning up after their kids who
are old enough to clean up after themselves, especially when it comes
to doing their own laundry. This helps teach kids responsibility. And
when the laundry room is located on the first or second floor, it
makes it accessible and convenient for everyone to use.

codes related
to children

Codes include specifications for steps in regards to the length and width of risers
and treads, to prevent the steps from being too steep. This helps protect families,
especially small children, who tend to run more and lose their balance more often. Keep children and pets away from construction

areas. Choose a company that will keep all tools
and materials picked up and in designated
places. A construction area is never a safe

place for children or pets to play.

Egress windows are required in basements that aren't walk-outs. This allows
firemen and other emergency services personnel access to the home if they cant
get in through the doors. Cities have also figured out that if a basement is nice
enough, people convert rooms into sleeping areas for older children or teenagers,

in which case a safe fire/emergency evacuation route is an absolute necessity. Work with a company that is respectful of your

Railings have to return to the wall at the top and bottom so that clothing does not family, home, and property. Make sure floor

get caught and trip people going up or down. The distance between the spindles protection and dust barriers are put down before
cannot be more than 4 inches; this prevents children from climbing through or and during construction to help keep the area
getting their heads stuck between the spindles. The railings also have to be at clean and safe.

least 36 inches high so children can’t boost themselves over the railing where they
could fall. In addition, there must be one smoke detector in every bedroom, one
in every hallway to a bedroom, and at least one on every floor.

Make sure the company you choose has desig-
nated working hours and lets you know in
advance who will be there and when. Being
Newly installed glass in bathroom mirrors and windows has to be tempered. This aware of the schedule allows you to take any
means it would crack safely (like a windshield) instead of into dang: shards necessary precautions with children or pets.
if it were to break. Showers and tubs with handheld showers must be pressufe
balanced to prevent scalding. @

Make sure you get accurate, detailed pricing
specific to your home and project from the
remodeling company before you sign a contract.
This allows you to control the budget for your
Amanda Marlow is Business Development Manager for Orfield Design family’s unigue needs.

& Construction, an award-winning design-build firm providing TF Vol Te rermodating  Kitcheh on bathioor

look into temporary options to be put in place
during construction. This can help alleviate the
stress of being without a kitchen or bathroom
during the construction process.

architectural, remodeling, and interior design services, including
complete design planning and construction blueprints, remodeling
and additions, kitchens and baths, interiors and exteriors, and
handyman services. For more information, please contact Amanda
at (952) 920-6543 or visit www.orfielddesign.com.
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